THINKING TOO MUCH OP HOME

ON COUNTING DAYS AND WRESTLING

^               T-                      White House, Feb. 24, 1905.

DARLING KERMIT:

I puzzled a good deal over your marks. I am
inclined to think that one explanation is that you
have thought so much of home as to prevent your
really putting your whole strength into your
studies. It is most natural that you should count
the days before coming home, and write as you
do that it will only be 33 days, only 26 days, only
19 days, etc., but at the same time it seems to me
that perhaps this means that you do not really
put all your heart and all your head effort into
your work; and that if you are able to, it would be
far better to think just as little as possible about
coming home and resolutely set yourself to put-
ting your best thought into your work. It is an
illustration of the old adage about putting your
hand to the plow and then looking back. In
after life, of course, it is always possible that at
some time you may have to go away for a year
or two from home to do some piece of work. If
during that whole time you only thought day
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